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Wlhtem  Lincoln  Cam©  to  Cape  May 

By  Stanley  Williamson 

While  in  that  famous  watering  resort  which  had  enter- 
tained so  many  of  our  Presidents  and  great  men,  I  visited  this 
summer  at  the  home  of  Senator  Lewis  T.  Stevens,  Dean  of  its 
Bar,  Historian,  and  Sec'y.  of  the  Class  of  1891  of  Princeton, 
University.  With  me,  that  August  evening,  was  II.  Clifford 
Campion,  Jr.,  of  Swarthmore,  Pa.,  whose  ardent  hobhy,  the 
Genealogy  of  Southern  New  Jersey  is  reflected  in  his  many 
interesting  studies  which  appear  in  this  Historical  Magazine. 
Senator  Stevens  showed  us  his  most  prized  historical  pos- 
session— the  old  guest  register  of  Cape  May's  famous  hostelry, 
the  Mansion  House,  when  his  grandtather  William  S.  Hooper 
and  the  latter's  uncle,  Richard  S.  Ludlam,  owned  and  managed 
from  1832  till  it  was  burned  down  in  1857. 

On  this  register  I  saw  the  signature  "A.  Lincoln  &  Wife — 
Phila.  Room  24."  under  date  of  July  31,  1849. 

In  poring  over  this  register  years  ago,  Senator  Stevens  had 
discovered  and  identified  this  signature  and  reported  it  to  the 
Press  as  genuine,  after  it  had  been  authenticated  by  Senator 
Henry  J.  Irick  in  1904,  infra. 

One  recalls  Hawthorne's  Fantasy,  David  Swan,  and  is  im- 
pressed by  the  insignificant  incidents  that  determine  one's 
career  and  life.  In  the  episode  I  relate,  the  "Fate  of  a  Nation" 
is  as  evident  as  in  Paul  Revere's  ride — and  hereby  hangs  this 
tale. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  during  his  only  term  as  a  U.  S.  Con- 
gressman from  1847-1849  was  an  impoverished  man  struggling 
to  pay  the  debts  from  his  failure  as  a  storekeeper  at  New 
Salem,  111.  His  two  years  in  Washington  were  uneventful. 
True,  he  had  introduced  a  Bill  to  Free  the  Slaves  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  which  was  never  reported  out  of  Committee,  but 
he  sensed  the  failure  of  his  career  there  and  did  not  seek  re- 
election. He  was  not,  in  his  own  estimation,  an  Indispensable 
Man !  '     • 

He  wanted  to  get  a  Government  job  so  that  he  could  pay 
his  debts,  and  being  ardent  Whig  applied  to  President  Zachary 
Taylor  for  the  position  of  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Ofl'ice  which  paid  a  salary  of  $3,000  a  year;  so  he  stayed  on 
in  Washington  after  March  and  like  many  another  Lame  Duck, 
lobbied  there  during  the  sultry  Spring  and  Summer  for  that 
position  which  had  been  virtually  promised  him. 

While  living  in  New  Salem,  111.  he  knew  a  young  girl,  who 

afterwards  became  Mrs.  Henry  Swain,  wife  of  Dr.  Swain,  who 

had  moved  there  from  Cape  May  and  had  told  him  of  the 

glamour  of  that  salubrious  watering  place  and   of  the  sea 

bathing  which  had  made  it  a  favorite  resort  of  the  Southern 
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aristocracy  and. their  wealthy  planters,  who  drove  their  own 
carriages  to  New  Castle,  Del.  and  were  fcrncd  over  to  Cape, 
May  on  the  Philadelphia  Steam  Boats. 

In  Washington,  Lincoln  had  met  John  S.  Inch  of  Vinccn- 

town   near  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.,  a  wealthy  fanner  and  a  General  in 

he  N    J    Militia,  appointed  hy  Gov.  Olden  oi  Princeton    who 

diced  him  to  flee  the  heat  and  miasma  of  our  malodorous 

Capitol   more  deadly  in  the  Dog  Days  than  the  Roman Cam- 

pagna  which  Vergil  and  Horace  deplored.     So  Mr.  .uu\  Mrs. 

1  incoln  went  to  Philadelphia  and  along  with  Gen.  and  Mrs. 

riband  Isaac  Field  and  wife  of  Ficldsborough,  N.  J.  came  to 

Cape  May  hy  boat,  and  put  up  at  the  Mansion  House  where 

Lhicoln  himself  and  the  others  signed  the  guest  register,  which 

I  saw  and  later  photostated. 

Isaac  Field  was  an  iron  manufacturer  and  a  menmer  ol 
the  wealthy  and  prominent  Field  family  which  had  settled  in 
Burlington  County  prior  to  1700.  They  intermarried  w  th  the 
Stocktons  of  Princeton  who  summered  for  many  years  at  Cape 
Mav  The  full  length  portrait  of  Commodore  Stockton  which 
formerly  hung  in  the  grand  lobby  of  our  famous  Stockton 
Hotel  from  1870-1910,  now  adorns  the  ancestral  Stockton 
homestead,  "Morven"  in  Princeton. 

Gen  and  Mrs.  Irick  were  accompanied  by  their  son,  Henry 
J  Irick  a  lad  of  16,  who  later  became  a  State  Senator  of  iNew 
Jersey  and  related  incidents  of  his  Cape  May  trip  to  Senator 
Stevens?  at  Trenton,  in  1904.  He  vividly  recalled  his  visit  and 
fold  Mr  Stevens  of  Lincoln's  efforts  to  obtain  the  Government 
job  which  had  kept  him  dallying  that  entire  summer  in  Wash- 
ington and  Cape  May. 

Mr  Field  had  told  Congressman  Lincoln,  who  had  also 
read  and  remembered  how  two  years  previous,  in  August  ot 
1847  Henry  Clay  at  the  apex  of  his  career,  accompanied  by  an 
mmense  entourage  had  visited  Cape  May  and  stayed  at  that 
s-mic  Mansion  House  where  his  name  is  also  inscribed  on  its 
Register?  Jut  defeated  by  James  K.  Polk  for  President  of  the 
United  States,  he,  nevertheless,  shared  with  Daniel  Webster 
the  eminence  as  America's  leading  statesmen. 

Along  with  Clay  came  U.  S.  Senators  James  A.  Bayard  of 
Delaware,  and  Charles  C.  Gordon,  of  Georgia,  and  a  host  of 
Whig  leaders.  They  stayed  a  week  at  Cape  May  which  enter- 
tained in  his  honor  the  greatest  collection  of  notables  in  its 
long -history.  Special  boats  came  in  daily  from  P^l^lemhia 
crowded  with  delegates  to  welcome  him,  and  the  b.  b.  .\cy> 
Haven"  made  a  special  trip  from  New  York  with  its  first  citi- 
zens to  urge  him  to  visit  that  metropolis-which  he  refused. 
On  it  werf  Horace  Greeley,  Recorder  Talmadge  Nicho  as 
Dean  ami  other  great  men.  My  grandfather,  Rev.  Moses  Wil- 
iamson    pastor  lor  50  years  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
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.Cold  Spring  near  Cape  May,  delivered  the  address  of  welcome 
to  which  Henry  Clay  responded.  So  came  the  Great  Com- 
moner— and  Cape  May  never  recovered  from  or  forgot  his 
reception. 

But  two  years  later  Abraham  Lincoln  came,  unheralded 
and  unknown.  He  came  and  went  as  a  "ship  that  passed  in 
the  night"  and  all  that  recorded  his  visit  was  nis  signature  on 
a  hotel  register  discovered  by  accident  50  years  later!  Truly, 
we  entertained  an  angel  unaware,  and  no  one  who  glimpsed 
that  gaunt,  gangling  figure  passing  through  the  quiet  streets  of 
Cape  May  even  envisioned  him  as  its  Country's  Saviour. 

While  at  Cape  May  Lincoln  learned  that  his  promised 
Government  job  had  gone  to  another,  and  greatly  disappointed 
he  resumed  his  struggling  law  practice  at  Springfield,  111.  where 
he  laid  the  foundation  for  the  Presidency. 

So  a  glorious  nation  which  saved  civilization  in  1918  and 
1944  resulted  from  Abraham  Lincoln's  failure  to  become  a 
Government  clerk ! — and  hereby  ends  this  tale. 

STANLEY  WILLIAMSON. 

30  E.  42nd  St., 

New  York  City, 

January,  1945. 


Tuesday,  August  26,  1969 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Editor 
Lincoln  Lore 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Go. 
i^ort  Wayne ,  Indiana 


Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Just  a  point  of  information  . 
did  visit  CAPE  MAY,  NEW  JERSEY  ... 
a  vacation. 


. .  Mr.  Lincoln 
something  of 


Enjoy  my  copy  of  Lincoln  Lore. 


Thanking  you,  I  remain 


Yp-urs^)  truX^y , 
John  Dever 


«?  Surlwntnn  ffimmtg  Simra  "" 


Counh  Health  Officer  Posl    „„;„„;„,, 
Established  li>  Freeholders   /,.;•  \\au,n 
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S.  W.  CALKINS,  President  and 
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August  28,  1969 

Mr.  John  Dever 
Burlington  County  Times 
Rt.  130 
Willingboro,  N,  J.  08046 

Dear  Mr.  Dover: 

In  compiling  a  list  of  the  places  Lincoln  lived  and 
visited  (Lincoln  Lore  No,  1578)  I  tried  very  hard  to  authenticate 
his  visit  to  CapiMay,  New  Jersey. 

Today  I  received  your  letter  with  the  article  "When 
Lincoln  Came  to  Cape  May"  by  Stanley  Williamson.,  In  reading  the 
article  I  note  that  the  hotel  register  contains  the  entry  "A. 
Lincoln  f?  wife  -  Phila.  Room  24"  under  the  date  of  July  31,  1849. 

We  know  that  on  June  11,  1849  Lincoln  left  Springfield 
enroute  to  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was  unaccompanied.  On  June  25th  - 
July  3,  1849  he  was  enroute  to  Springfield,  Illinois. 

On  July  31,  1849  in  Springfield  "Lincoln,  writer,  signs 
and  files  in  Sangamon  eircuit  Court  declaration  and  affidavit  in 
Henry  Bailer  v.  Oliver  Davis,  Bailer  signs  affidavit  with  his  mark 
(Lincoln  Day  By  Day  -  A  Chronology)." 

On  July  28,  1849  from  Springfield,  Illinois  Lincoln 

wrote  John  M.  Clayton.  (The  Collected  Works  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
vol.  II,  1848-1858,  page  60). 

I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  Lincoln  would  not  sign  the 
hotel  register  giving  "Phila"  as  his  residence. 

As  we  can  definitely  place  Lincoln  in  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois on  July  28,  1849,  I  do  not  believe  that  he  and  Mrs.  Lincoln 
could  suddenly  appear  at  Cape  May,  N.  J.  on  July  31,  1849.  Also, 
as  I  have  indicated,  we  can  place  Lincoln  in  Springfield,  Illinois 
on  July  31,  1849  in  connection  with  the  legal  case  Bailer  v.  Davis, 


(page  2  -  John  never  -  8/28/69) 


There  were  other  Abraham  Lincolns  besides  the  16th 
President.  Probably,  the  A.  Lincoln  who  signed  tlve  Cape  May 
Hotel  register  was  a  distant  kinsman  from  Massachusetts  or 
Pennsylvania. 

I  appreciate  your  letter  and  I  am  glad  to  have  the 
Williamson  article. 


Sincerely  yours 9 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
RGM:rph 
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August  29,  1969 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Dean  Brennan  has  asked  me  to  serve  on  the  nominating 
committee  for  the  Lincoln  Society  of  Philately  to 
nominate  a  slate  of  officers  and  directors  for  the 
coming  year. 

I  personally  believe  the  society  has  been  fortunate 
in  having  your  services  as  a  director  in  the  past  and 
if  you  are  willing  I  would  like  to  place  your  name  in 
nomination  for  another  term  as  director. 

Will  you  let  me  know  if  this  meets  with  your  approval? 

Incidentally,  I  found  the  current  issue  of  Lincoln  Lore 
most  interesting  particularly  having  just  returned  from 
a  brief  sojourn  at  Cape  May,  New  Jersey.  Local  legend 
there  indicates  that  President  Lincoln  considered  Cape 
May  a  favorite  spa. 

In  his  book  This  Is  New  Jersey,  published  in  1953  by 
Rutgers  University  Press,  John  T.  Cunningham  states  in 
a  chapter  on  Cape  May  County  that  "an  obscure  Illinois 
lawyer  named  Abraham  Lincoln"  slept  at  the  Mansion  House 
at  Cape  May  in  I8I4.9.  I  thought  this  might  be  of  interest 
since  Cape  May  is  not  included  in  the  list  of  New  Jersey 
places  visited  by  the  President. 


Cordially, 

Howard  B.  Hur 
LSP  199 


327  Roosevelt  Ave. 

Hasbrouck  Heights,  N.J.   O760U 


September  4,  1969 


Mr.  Howard  B.  Hurley 
327  Roosevelt  Avenue 
Hasbrouck  Heights,  New  Jersey 

Dear  Mr.  Hurley: 


07604 


I  liave  your  letter  of  August  29th  inviting  me  to 
serve  again  as  a  director  of  the  Lincoln  Society 
of  Philately.  I  will  be  glad  to  serve;  however, 
I  feel  that  I  have  contributed  very  little  in  the 
past.  Howerver,  your  suggestion  meets  with  my 
approval. 

I  am  glad  that  you  found  the  current  issue  of  LIN- 
COLN LORE  of  interest.  Boilers,  beside  yourself,  have 
called  my  attention  to  Cape  May,  New  Jersey.  I  on- 
close  a  Xerox  copy  of  a  letter  on  this  subject  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  John  Dever  of  Willingboro,  New  Jersey. 

Yours  sincerely, 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


RGM/cvrw 
Enclosure 


